FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 8,  2001    10:00 AM

CHOOSE-TO-CARE, A DIVISION OF TEXAS BASED ASSET CONTROL INC., ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT IT HAS JOINED FORCES WITH THE TEXAS SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER IN A COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP TO ENHANCE DATA ON SCHOOL SAFETY.   
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DENTON, TEXAS –  ChooseToCare, a division of Asset Control Inc., announced today that it has begun a collaborative partnership with the Texas School Safety Center in the collection of data through surveys developed jointly by ChooseToCare and the Center.  With this new partnership, students, parents, teachers, administrators, and other school employees will be given the opportunity to take surveys regarding student safety, on-line, through ChooseToCare.com Web-site.  Survey results for individual school districts will be compiled and transmitted directly to district administrators. Generic survey data will be transmitted to TxSSC for use in identifying trends or other factors affecting student safety.   “There will be no cost to school districts or the state”, says Bill Dolphin, Director of Business Development and veteran security consultant with Asset Control.  “The technology is there, all we need to do is put it to work for the good of the students.  Some school districts now incur a cost to administer and process safety surveys.  If this money can be saved, perhaps it can be spent in more proactive ways”, said Dolphin.            

On June 26, 2001 Governor Rick Perry formally announced the establishment of the TxSSC as an official state entity. The agency’s new status became effective September 1, 2001 as the result of legislation authored by Sen.  Florence Shapiro, R-Plano, and Rep. Toby Goodman, R-Arlington.  Prior to September 2001, the TxSSC operated as a joint effort of the Governor’s Office/Criminal Justice Division, the Attorney General’s School Violence Task Force, and Southwest Texas State University.  

ChooseToCare was established by Asset Control Inc., in July 2001. The ChooseToCare.com Web-site allows students, parents, school employees, and other members of the expanded school community to go on-line to provide information about student safety issues, anonymously, if they prefer.  The ChooseToCare.com Web-site, also available in Spanish, is in use by a number of school districts throughout North Texas. “Such a tip-line may be utilized as a positive, proactive approach in ensuring school safety”, said Judy Renick, Director of the Texas School safety Center.  

