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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / July 17, 2002 

SAN MARCOS / DENTON, TX - The Texas School Safety Center, a collaborative effort of the Texas Governor's Office and Southwest Texas State University, and ChooseToCare, a division of Denton based Asset Control, inc. are pleased to announce the release of their new Web-based School Safety Survey.   The survey, which will be available to all schools in the state of Texas for the upcoming school year, will enable state educational agencies to receive a constant stream of critically needed data regarding student safety and Title IV (Safe & Drug-free School) issues.    

The survey is a "dynamic" process says Bill Dolphin of ChooseToCare. Unlike other surveys that are not Web-based, students can let educators know about issues that affect them, over and above those issues specifically addressed in the survey questions.  "For example, if a new drug has surfaced on campus, a student may tell us about it by entering it on-line."   Dolphin points out that since the information flow is immediate, local and state school officials can react more quickly to student safety issues".               

"This new survey process allows us to be more proactive," says Texas School Safety Center Director Judy Renick.   "We can now focus our training program on specific needs because the students are telling us what concerns them most.  And, since districts will have unlimited use of the program, they can survey problem campuses often enough to measure improvement without incurring additional cost."                    

A key part of the survey process is the powerful statistical report generator that will allow school administrators to run custom reports on the performance of their schools.  Additionally, educators will be able to compare their school's results on a state, region, county, or demographic basis.    The statistical report generator, the development of which was sponsored by the Texas School Safety Center, will also provide the vehicle for the flow of important data to the state.   Dolphin points out that while the state will be able to see only generic data (not specific to a particular school district), they will be able to identify trends and issues specific to a particular county, educational region, type of school, or grade level.  "The drill-down capability of the statistical generator is what makes the process special and so useful to the Safety Center", says Dolphin.  

School districts may cycle students through school computer labs in order to take the survey, which takes about twenty or so minutes to complete.  Dolphin points out that going on-line to take the survey may actually be a positive educational experience for the students.   "Students can be exposed to a lot of potential dangers over the Web.  The survey represents a very positive and constructive use of the Internet ", explains Dolphin.     

Renick says, " Bullying, weapons, and sexual harassment have emerged as important student safety issues. With this new survey process we can obtain direct feedback from students on how these issues impact them. Through our partnership with ChooseToCare we were able to create a custom survey that addresses many issues, in addition to drugs and alcohol, that affect our students - at very little cost to the state or our schools.  This is just one example of the type of work that can be done when the public and private sectors collaborate to benefit students".             

The best news is the nominal cost for the use of the survey. Fees are structured to encourage all Texas school districts to participate and to save money.  A nominal set-up fee of only $25.00 per campus and a yearly server maintenance fee (beginning in the second year) of $25.00 per campus apply.  These nominal fees are necessary to offset programming and other maintenance costs that will be incurred on an on-going basis. 

For more about this joint project of the Texas School Safety Center and Asset Control / ChooseToCare, you may contact:

Judy Renick, Director



             Bill Dolphin

The Texas School Safety Center

             Asset Control / ChooseToCare 

512-245-3696 




             940-891-1919

ChooseToCare.com

Help is Just a Click Away!
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