Mr. Rosenberg, 





I run a small daycare center in the North Texas area. I am required to do background checks on my employees.  I have a friend who works for a state child care agency who says that I can go on-line and check the Department of Public Safety's web-site and that's all I need to do.  I pay more for by background checks now than I would pay using the state site.  I am interested in saving money but this sounds too easy.  Also, with my current searcher I get out of state records too.  Why am I getting different opinions on this topic.  Do you know the right answer? 





Carlyne


2/13/04








Carlyne,  





The Texas DPS Repository was not developed for use as an employment screening tool.   It was developed as a law enforcement aid to help police, probation, and parole agencies track the further activities of criminals through the Texas justice system.   That some agencies and employers in both the public and private sectors have grown to rely on this system as the sole source for their to check their applicants is unfortunate and sad. 





In a recent audit the Texas Auditor General's office found the Texas DPS repository to about 50% accurate in picking up known felony convictions.  The problem relates to the submission of criminal records by the counties and the lack of a mandatory and standardized process to facilitate the flow of records.  





In my opinion, the use of this repository as your only employment screening tool does not even come close to meeting the requirement for due-diligence; and if used as such boarders on negligence.  First, this database does not provide you with the out-of-state records you need.  Second,  you run the a significant risk of missing important felony conviction records.   





We recommend that you have your searcher run a Social Security Number Search and conduct county criminal record searches where indicated, in addition to the employment and residence information provided by the applicant . These searches alone will satisfy due-diligence.  Ask them to use statewide repository searches only in states that require counties to submit records and that mandate a standard procedure for doing so.  If you feel you are paying too much for your current searches I recommend you check out our prices at  www.assetcontrol.net.  Last, in my opinion your friend was doing you no favor by providing the advice.   








Russ Rosenberg, 


2/12/04


