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In partnership with Asset Control & ChooseToCare, for safe Texas schools

School Safety Bulletin – May 20, 2003 

Terrorism  - National state of alert raised to level "Orange" - High        

The National Office of Homeland Security has raised the National State of Alert to level "Orange - High".  While the change in the national alert level does not imply a specific threat to any Texas school, we believe that current circumstances pose an increased level of risk for schools and other "soft" targets.  Schools should be prepared should an event occur. 

In the recent past TXSSC has issued bulletins when the alert status has been raised.  These bulletins have highlighted the level of preparedness we believe to be appropriate given the circumstances.  By now, we would expect every school to have updated their emergency response plan to meet the new threat we face,  and the clear public expectation that we do so.  Since 9/11 the Texas School Safety Center has stressed the importance of vigilance while at the same time seeking to clarify its meaning.  The "Proactive Guide to the Threat of Terrorism" describes some specific steps schools can take in order to increase vigilance.  To access the "Guide" go to www.txssc.swt.edu and click on "Terrorism".  The "Guide" may also be found under "Useful Links" on www.ChooseToCare.com.   All prior TxSSC Special Bulletins on Terrorism may also be found on the ChooseToCare home page under "Useful Links".   

On March 18, 2003 TxSSC issued a Special Bulletin on Terrorism when the alert level was last elevated to level Orange. The bulletin highlighted some of the things, beyond the planning process, that schools could do to remain vigilant.  Following is a bullet point summary of some of the key recommendations contained in the March 18 bulletin: 

· Train school staff, including custodians, to be alert for suspicious vehicles operating near campus buildings.  Special attention should be given to vehicles parked at curbside, in fire zones, or in other inappropriate locations.  

· Request increased police patrol of schools with specific attention toward suspiciously or illegally parked vehicles.  Panel trucks or vans should be of particular concern. 

· Enhance access control to campus buildings and train staff to be alert for suspicious persons in or around campuses.  Train staff to approach and to challenge any unknown person in or on school property. 

· Train staff to be alert for suspicious packages, parcels, or knapsacks left unattended near building perimeters or within campus buildings.  

· Be alert for individuals taking unauthorized films or pictures of campus buildings.  Train staff to properly react if they observe such activity.   

· Assess SRO coverage for adequacy. 

· Make certain that access to HVAC and other maintenance areas are restricted by key or card.  

· Make sure that your primary emergency response agency has copies of campus blueprints, to include ventilation and electrical prints. 

· Identify a person(s) responsible to answering questions from the public on  your district's preparedness.     

· Review your district's web site for an appropriate level of content relative to school safety plans.  Too much information might place schools at risk, while too little information may cause community concern. 

· Identify and publicize the way by which parents will obtain critical information in the event of an emergency. 

· Discuss this list with School Resource Officers and your local police.  

This list is not intended to be inclusive of all the things schools need to do to prepare for the risk of a terror attack.  Most of that content should already be  included in your district's existing and documented plans.  However, these items are valuable in bringing an appropriate level of awareness to the staff level to  increase vigilance.   To monitor alert levels or to learn about other sources for information on terrorism preparedness go to the State of Texas Official Homeland Security web site at: www.texashomelandsecurity.com

School Safety Bulletins are a special service supplement to the quarterly Texas School Safety Center Newsletter, which is available on-line, at www.txssc.swt.edu. School Safety Bulletins will be developed and issued on topics that the TXSSC believes to be timely, and in the best interest of student safety. Suggestions or recommendations for School Safety Bulletin topics may be sent to: txssc@swt.edu   Distribution: Regional Service Centers - Please feel free to distribute, as you see fit, to school districts in your region.
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